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seems to be supported by the fact that the m, which is
formed by a still more forward perfect closure, never has
the clear quality of the n formed by the contact of the
apex of the tongue with the teeth.

For ng the point of closure is between the root of
the tongue and the soft palate. Here again, however,
the point at which the closure takes place is not ac-
curately denned, but may be anywhere between the free
margin of the soft palate and its attachment with the
hard palate. The latter point of contact for ng so closely
approaches that for n, that the sound resulting from this
closure contains almost as much n as ng. Thus a con-
tinuous series of resonants may be formed by contact
of the tongue with the soft and with the hard palate,
which, beginning with the clear n by closure at the
teeth, passes through the various stages just alluded to,
and terminates with the pure, deep ng by closure at the
free margin of the soft palate. This explains why the
sound ng is often either not mentioned at all, or merely
regarded as a very backward (guttural) n. The existence
of such transitional forms does not, however, justify us
in uniting two typical forms connected by a chain of
intermediate forms so that one is regarded as the typical
form and the other merely as a modification; if we
wished to give a single expression for the two typical
forms we should take the middle transitional form, re-
garding the other forms as special developments of it.
"We might, therefore, consider the sound ae as typical,
iand the sounds a and e as modifications in opposite
directions ; but we could never regard a as a variety of e.
There is another difficulty in explaining the formation
of ng; when, for instance, it arises from contact between
the root of the tongue and the free margin of the soft
palate, the cavity of the mouth is entirely cut off from